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No comparison is to be understood to be effective
in all its details. If a poet describes the face of Miss
Saroj and compares it with the moon, it does not
mean that she has a face which Is geometrically cir-
cular and contains in its very centre some dark
patches ! Such unsympathetic readers should avoid
reading poetry and take to Mathematic text-books
to engage their leisure hours; for, not only would
they find no education in poetry but shall ruin the
very poetry they read !
Lord Death was not at home and the disciple
had to wait three days and live through a self-imposed
discipline of fasting. Here again, It is meaningless
to wonder if such a thing was ever possible, when the
consorts of Death were there at home ! The story
wants us to understand only that a certain amount
of self-discipline and self-control are to be practised
by every seeker ere he can come to be blessed by the
contact of perfect Guru.
At the end of the third day Lord Death returns
home and the stanza under review gives us the words
of either his consorts or of his ministers.
A Brahmin guest, a noble cultured man of purity
and righteousness, is considered in our Hindu Sastras
as a double-edged weapon; we can avail of it either
to cut open our paths clean out of the jungles of life
or to destroy ourselves by ignoring him or by dis-
obeying his right advices.
The comparison of a guest with fire is very appro-
priate inasmuch as in the Vedic period worship of